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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 
12, 2006 has been entered. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicants, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Agent Daren Davis on May 25, 2006. 

Title (Amended): Distributed processing of sorted search results in an electronic 
commerce system and method 
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The claims have been amended as follows: 

- in claim 1 , lines 3 and 4, delete "the one or more computer systems 
collectively operable to:" and insert, in its place, the following text - the 
electronic commerce system further comprising computer-executable 
instructions stored in memory to: — ; 

- in claim 8, between lines 17 and 18, insert the following text - executing 
computer-readable instructions for processing said search results, said 
instructions determining: -; 

- in claim 23, lines 3 and 4, delete "the one or more computer systems 
operable to:" and insert, in its place, the following text - the electronic 
commerce system further comprising computer-executable instructions stored 
in memory to: -; 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-25 are allowed. 

The following is the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Statement of 
allowance is in reference to independent claims 1 , 8, 15, and 22-25. All other claims 
are dependencies of these independent claims. 

The present application is directed to a method, system, and computer program 
for processing search results in an electronic commerce system. A search query of 
products and sorting parameters are communicated to a plurality sellers. The sellers 
process the search query and sort the results according to the sorting parameters. The 
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sorted search results are communicated back to the system which then merges the 
results if more than one seller responds with a search result and performs a second sort 
operation on the merged results according to the sorting parameters. The independent 
claims 1 , 8 t 1 5, and 22-25 recite the uniquely patentable feature of merging sorted 
results if more than one seller responds with a search result and performing a second 
sort operation on the merged results in an electronic commerce transaction. 

Discussion of most relevant prior art: 

The following references have been identified as the most relevant prior art to the 
claimed invention. 

(i) US 2002/0147704 A1 to Borchers . Borchers generally teaches sorting the results of 
a search query. However, Borchers does not teach or suggest sorting the results 
according to a sorting parameter that has been communicated to a plurality of sellers. 
Furthermore, Borchers does not teach or suggest merging sorted results if more than 
one seller responds with a search result and performing a second sort operation on the 
merged results in an electronic commerce transaction. 

f ii) Dialog File "Modeling of electronic commerce using mobile agent bv Sohn et a/. 
("Sohn"). Sohn discloses using mobile agents in electronic commerce to reduce the 
cost of product search. However, Sohn does not teach or suggest sorting search 
results according to a sorting parameter that has been communicated to a plurality of 
sellers. Furthermore, Sohn does not teach or suggest merging sorted results if more 
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than one seller responds with a search result and performing a second sort operation on 
the merged results in an electronic commerce transaction. 

(iii) Dialog File "Comparison shopping sites emerge as electronic ret bv Monica 
Summers. ("Summers"). Summers discloses that websites such as MySimon.com and 
DealTime.com let consumers search for a product from a number of merchants to find 
the lowest price. However, Summers does not teach or suggest sorting search results 
according to a sorting parameter that has been communicated to a plurality of sellers. 
Furthermore, Summers does not teach or suggest merging sorted results if more than 
one seller responds with a search result and performing a second sort operation on the 
merged results in an electronic commerce transaction. 

(iv) EP 1 359 520 A1 to van der Meulen et a/. ("Meulen"). Meulen discloses a system 
for linking a group of searchable websites. However, Meulen does not teach or suggest 
sorting search results according to a sorting parameter that has been communicated to 
a plurality of sellers. Furthermore, Meulen does not teach or suggest merging sorted 
results if more than one seller responds with a search result and performing a second 
sort operation on the merged results in an electronic commerce transaction. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naeem Haq whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
6758. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00am-5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Smith can be reached on (571)-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Naeem Haq, Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 

May 29, 2006 




